Living Hope – Equipping Track


God The Creator

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”  Colossians 1:15-17

Introduction

This study and the next will look at two closely related topics: God – Creator of all things, and God – Sustainer and Controller of all things. The quotation above, which is speaking of Christ, ties these two ideas together: God is both the Creator of all things and the one who holds them all together. Because he is both Creator and Sustainer, God is also the only one with the authority and the ability to control all things.

These important topics can greatly affect the way we think of God and his world, and can deeply influence the way we feel and act when faced with the challenges of life.

God – Creator of All Things

Out of Nothing

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1). The Bible says that God made everything that exists – seen or unseen, physical or spiritual. It also clearly indicates that God made everything that exists out of nothing – i.e. nothing but God existed before he began creating; nothing but God is eternal (see for example Genesis 1:1; Psalm 102:25; John 1:3; Hebrews 11:3). Therefore only God has the right and power to rule over creation; only God has the right to be worshipped (see Job 41:11; 1 Chronicles 29:10-13; Matthew 4:10).

God is Independent

Creation is separate from God – it is not part of God as some religions claim. Therefore we must not worship creation! (See Romans 1:25). God is independent from his creation – he is far above it all (see Isaiah 40; 55:8-9). Nor did he make the world because he needed something – he has always been complete in himself – rather, he made everything because he wanted to! (See Revelation 4:11; John 17:5,24; Psalm 50:9-15).

Creation is Dependent

On the other hand, all of creation is dependent on God. Not just because he started everything off in the beginning, but because he also sustains it every moment of every day. If he withdrew his sustaining power the world would crumble; when he withdraws his breath, we die. (See Psalm 104:24-30; 1 Samuel 2:6-8).

Creation is Good

God created everything good (Genesis 1:31). Sin and evil arose not because God created them but as a corruption of the good universe God had made (see Genesis 6:11-12). Even today, although we see corruption everywhere, everything in God’s creation is still good if used according to the purpose God intended for it, and with an attitude of thankfulness to God (see 1 Timothy 4:4-5).

Creation Exists for God’s Glory

God did not need to create anything – he chose to make everything that exists because of his own purpose and for his own glory (see Colossians 1:16; Revelation 4:11; Isaiah 43:7). Therefore, everything in creation has meaning and purpose; everything and everyone exists to bring glory to God! And God is glorified whenever a creature, or a person, lives their life in accordance with his purpose for them. Part of that purpose is to look after the earth and to rule over it – not as owners, but as responsible managers who will one day have to account for their actions (see Genesis 1:28; 2:15).

Some Alternative World Views

Materialism – There is No God

Many people today claim the material world is all that exists. There is no God, no creator. If this were true then human life must have appeared by chance – it would have no meaning or purpose (Ecclesiastes 1:2). We would be answerable for our actions to no one but our fellow man (contrast Hebrews 9:27). We could make up our own moral rules to suit ourselves, or just not bother at all. Our only hope would be to make the best of the short time we’ve got now – live for today – or as the Bible puts it: “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die!” (Isaiah 22:13) There could be no hope for the future (Ephesians 2:12; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14). The Bible is clear in its opinion of the materialist: “The fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God.’” (Psalm 14:1; see also Luke 12:18-20.)

Pantheism – Everything is Part of God

Pantheism is a belief that everything that exists is a part of God (Buddhism is an example). This belief leads to some significant conflicts with the message of the Bible. God is not a personal being separate from his creation, but just the sum total of everything that exists. If God were not personal, we could not have a relationship with him. Also, good and evil must be ‘equally ultimate’ (then evil can never be destroyed), or evil doesn’t really exist – whatever is, is good (this is the position of Hinduism).

Dualism – Both God and Matter are Eternal

Dualism is the idea that both God and matter are eternal – both have always existed. If this were true the whole universe would not exist for God and through God – it would have some level of independence, and God could not claim control over it all. Evil might then also be equal with God.

Deism – God Created then Left

Deism says God created everything (and he may judge everything in the end), but then left it to run on its own. He is no longer involved. Nor does he uphold life and creation every moment. God cannot be known, nor can prayer do any good, because he is no longer around. The whole Bible must be rejected because it is the story of the God who is present and who continually interacts with his creation.

Science And Creation

Science, the study of the natural world, can work because God has made an orderly and consistent universe. We can interpret nature by nature – without having to refer everything directly to the work of God – because God made the universe separate from himself; the world makes sense on its own. At the same time, however, everything in creation is utterly dependent on God for its continued existence (Hebrews 1:3). If he withdrew his support we would be finished (Psalm 104:29).

There are some issues where there is sharp disagreement between those who interpret the Bible and those who interpret the natural world. For example, the age of the earth; how and when creation began; and how and when life began. Yet no one knows all the facts (except God), so there are bound to be misinterpretations on both sides. Ultimately, the Christian position is summed up in this statement: “When all the facts are rightly understood, there will be no final conflict between Scripture and natural science.” (Bible Doctrine by Wayne Grudem, page 132.)

Because the assumptions of unbelieving society are deeply embedded in our modern thinking, it is worth looking briefly at certain key issues. The discussions below will give you something to think about. Further information on these topics can be found in the following websites:

www.answersingenesis.org
www.creationism.org
www.y-origins.com
www.creationists.org
www.creationscience.com/onlinebook/
Genesis 1 – The 7 Days of Creation

Bible-believing Christians differ in their interpretation of Genesis chapter 1: Some believe in a literal 7 day period for creation; some believe the word ‘day’ could refer to a period of time, e.g. possibly many years; some believe the period of time is not important. However, all Christians are united over the main point of the story – God created everything!
Age of the Earth

Current scientific theories generally require the earth to have been formed many millions of years ago, while the Bible account points to its creation just a few thousand years ago. Which is right? Whichever of these positions a person takes makes a radical difference to their interpretation of the same evidence found in the natural world. For example, different layers of fossil-bearing rock are said to have been laid down millions of years apart, the layers thus giving us clues to the type of life around at the time it was formed. However, an alternative view is that the majority of fossils and rock layers were all formed at the same time, during the cataclysmic upheaval of a world-wide flood. Fossils only form when a creature (or other object) is buried quickly, before it is eaten or decomposes naturally. Different layers separate out according to the weight and size of the particles involved. (Imagine shaking up a jar full of sand, gravel and soil suspended in water, then allowing it to settle.) The evidence is the same, but the interpretation is very different. Ultimately, God alone knows the truth, for he alone was there!

Evolution and the Origin of Life

What about evolution and the origin of life? Did life somehow start itself by accident many millions of years ago, and then develop itself into more and more complex designs? Or was life created as a complex interdependent system from the very beginning by the purposeful design of a great Creator? Could the millions of coded instructions necessary in the DNA of even the simplest life-form ever have arisen by chance – even given an unlimited amount of time?

Question:

Evolution and Creation cannot both be true. Evolution says life came into being by chance through random processes. Creation says God made everything by his wisdom and for his purpose. What difference does our belief about the origin of life make to our understanding of who we are?
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